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SUMMER SCHOOL FOR LIBRARY 
TRAINING 

The Library Summer School opened June 
21 at the University Farm with an enroll- 
ment of 41, about equally divided between 
workers in school and public libraries. 

The course in book-selection is proving of 
unusual value. Miss Sawyer, who is Director 
of the training class in the library of Port- 
land, Oregon, is not only thoroughly familiar 
with her subject, but has a way of presenting 
it which is both fascinating and stimulating. 
Two lectures are devoted to each class of 
books, the first taking up the principles of 
selection and tests for books in the par- 
ticular class under consideration and the 
second hour given to discussion of typical 
books with special reference to their relative 
desirability for a particular kind of library. 

In addition to the general course of 30 
lectures running through the entire six 





weeks, a two weeks’ supplementary course 
will be devoted to fiction and poetry. The 
titles of the lectures given below will suggest 
the rare treat which is in stoie and it is 
hoped that many librarians will make an 
effort to be present during these two weeks. 
Other lectures of general interest will be 
given during this time and a reunion of for- 
mer Summer School students will be held 
on Saturday, July 17. Any librarians who 
are planning to attend this part of the session 
are asked to notify the director at once. 
Outline of Program 

Classification, June 22-July 10. 10 lectures 
—Miss Penrose. 

Cataloging, July 12-30. 
Penrose. 

Order, Accession, Mechanical Preparation, 
June 21, 23, 25—Miss Scripture. 

Reference work, June 22, 24, 29, July 2, 7, 
9. 6 lectures—Miss Scripture. 

Children’s work. June 23, 25, 28, 30; 
July 1, 8, 10, 27, 29. 9 lectures—Miss 
Wood, Miss McGregor. 

Instruction in use of books and libraries, 
July 26, 283—Miss Wood. 

Binding and Visit to Waldorf Bindery, 
June 30—Miss Scripture. 

Administration, June 21, 26, July 3, 6, 13, 
15, 20, 23, 30—Miss Baldwin, Miss Wood. 

Special lectures: Robbing the junk-man, 
July 14—Mr. Vail. 

Library publicity, July 16—Miss Rosholt. 

Hospital libraries, July 22— Miss Carey. 

Book selection, 30 lectures— Miss Sawyer. 
June 21 Introductory talk: General 

principles. 


15 lectures— Miss 
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FICTION 
The place of fiction in literature 
Constructive pessimism 
Destructive optimism 
What the public wants—i. e., 
human motivating 
forces in life and literature 


needs, 


Books for adolescents 
POETRY 
Poetry and John Doe 
Poetry prescription for culture 
What is the new poetry 
Some of the new poets 
Parallel readings from the new 
and old poets 


MINNESOTA LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 


Tentative Program 


Hibbing Public Library, September 15- 


18, 1920 


WEDNESDAY, SEPTEMBER 15 


2:00 p. m. 
Standing Committees. 
The why and how of county libraries; a 


report of progress—Clara F. 
State Director of Libraries. 


BusiINnEss MEETING: 


Reports of 


Baldwin, 


The library roll call in our state; a report 


on 


the 


enlarged membership—Mrs. 


Jenny Lind Blanchard, librarian Little 
Falls Public Library. 
Certification of 


librarians—Harriet A. 











Wood, State supervisor of school |j- 
braries. 

Standardization of libraries— Margaret 
Hickman, Libn. Eveleth Public Library, 

Who’s who among Minnesota librarians— 
Sarah E. LeCrone, Libn. Faribault 
Public Library. 

The Minnesota public and library news— 
Dorothy Hurlbert, Libn. Hibbing Pub. 
lic Library. 


Hospital library work in Minnesota— 
Katherine Patten, Libn. Minneapolis 
Athenaeum. 

8:00 p. m. PuBiic MEETING. 


Address of welcome—President Hibbing 
Library Board. 

Response—By the President of the Minne. 

sota Library Association. 

Address—The public library as an educa- 

tional factor—James M. McConnell, 
Commissioner of Education. 

Informal reception—Who’s who committee 

and Hibbing. 

It is expected that one or more representa- 
tives of the A. L. A. will be present at this 
meeting. 

THURSDAY, SEPTEMBER 16 

RANGE Day—Automobile tour of 

libraries. 

Luncheon at Buhl Public Library, 11:30 
a. m.-1 p. m., by Chisholm, Mountain 
Iron, and Buhl Libraries. 

Afternoon tea on library lawn at Eveleth, 
3-4 p. m., by Virginia and Eveleth Li- 
braries. 

Banquet 
7 p. m. 

Music. 

Joan of Arc pilgrimage— Miss Mary Wad- 


Range 


Library Club rooms—Hibbing, 





den. 
FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 17 


9a.m. Getting to the people the books 
they want when they want them. 

Twenty-five years of book selling in Minne- 
sota, Mr. L. T. Wells, Book Dept. 
Powers Merc. Co., Minneapolis. 

Adventures of a book-buyer—Miss Lois 
Jordan, Order Depart ment, Minneapolis 
Public Library. 

Book reviews vs. advertisements — Mrs. 
Daniel Delury, Trustee Carnegie Li- 
brary, Walker. 

Getting to the people the books they do 
not want—Miss Winifred Gregory, l1- 
dustrial Arts Dept., St. Paul Public 
Library. 
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2p. m. Problem of leisure time in a small 

town. 

The wider use of the school plant-—Miss 
Harriet A. Wood, Supervisor of School 
Libraries. 

How a hobby beats the devil— Mr. Robert 
W. G. Vail, Libn. State Historical Li- 
brary. 

Adopting an abandoned  saloon—Miss 
Margaret Palmer, Chisholm Public Li- 
brary. 

Municipal reading rooms—Miss_ Gratia 
A. Countryman, Libn. Minneapolis Pub- 
lic Library. 

Eventnc—Lake Sturgeon barbecue or pic- 
nic supper followed by community sing, 
lead by Mr. Batchelor, Recreational 
Director, Duluth. 

Address—Time an asset or a liability— 
Mr. Batchelor. 

Several local people will make three-min- 
ute talks on what is being done in this 
part of the state along recreational lines, 

SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18 

9a.m. Business meeting. 

Report of Nominating Committee. 

Report of Resolutions Committee. 

Installation of officers. 

Announcement of next place of meeting. 

Adjournment. 

lia.m. Light lunch served to those who 

must take noon train. 

AFTERNOON— Visit to underground mine and 

open pits. 

Afternoon train for Duluth leaves at 4 p. m. 


Committees—The Enlarged Member- 
ship Committee, Mrs. Blanchard, Chairman, 
has a member at work in each congressional 
district in an effort to increase the member- 
ship of the State and National Associations. 
A circular letter was issued May 20th, but 
complete reports have not yet been received. 
In Minneapolis alone about thirty new mem- 
bers were added to both the A. L. A. and the 
M.L. A. If other places in the state do as 
well, it will put the state association on a 
frm financial basis and put Minnesota on 
the honor list in A. L. A. memberships. 

Miss Martin, who had charge of the cam- 
paign in Minneapolis, has received letters 
of congratulation on her success, from both 
Mr. Milam and Miss Bogle, welcoming the 
new members and expressing the hope that 
the idea will spread throughout the coun- 
try. 

The certification committee will hold a 
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meeting July 16th, immediately preceding 
the Summer School reunion. 


AMERICAN LIBRARY ASSOCIATION 
Colorado Springs Conference 


The 42nd annual conference of the A. L. A. 
was held at Colorado Springs, Colorado, 
June 2-7, 1920, with an attendance of 
600. A new note of democracy in the ad- 
ministration of the association was struck in 
President Hadley’s address on The American 
Library Association and the library worker 
and this theme was further developed in the 
fifth general session on Staff problems, when 
all the papers were given by library assist- 
ants. Fuller expression and recognition of 
the library assistant and her relation to the 
librarian and the library board were cleverly 
presented. 

The chief interest of the meeting centered 
around the Enlarged Program. The report 
of the committee and its discussion occupied 
the better part of two sessions and at the 
final session, the restatement of the pro- 
gram was recommended to the incoming 
executive board as a basis for the enlarged 
activities of the association. It was voted 
that one-half of the funds raised should be 
used as a permanent endowment fund. 

The revision of the constitution occupied 
another session, and the changes voted will 
result in a simpler form of organization. 

Some of the most interesting features of 
the program were an exhaustive presenta- 
tion of New needs and new responsibilities 
by John Ridington, Librarian, University of 
Biitish Columbia; an inspiring talk on Li- 
brary work for the blind, by Lieut. Frank 
Schoble of Washington, D. C., who was 
blinded in service; Miss Cornelia Marvin’s 
account of her Adventures in Oriental book- 
shops, with illuminating side-lights on po- 
litical conditions in the Far East and our 
relations to Oriental people and a fascinating 
talk on The formula of the Western novel by 
William McLeod Raine, whose books are 
well known to most librarians. 

The usual section meetings and those of 
affiliated societies were full of interesting 
and practical discussions. 

The delightful location at the foot of Pike’s 
Peak made possible many drives and walks, 
and Sunday evening found the audience of an 
entirely different complexion after a day on 
the mountains in Colorado sunshine. A 
rare treat that evening was Mr. Clat- 












worthy’s showing of his wonderful views of 
Estes Park and vicinity, taken by color 
photography. Following this a group of 
Indian songs was sung by Princess Tsianina, 
an educated Cherokee Creek Indian girl of 
unusual personal charm and a voice of re- 
markable beauty. 

A large number of those attending the 
conference spent a day in Denver following 
the meeting and enjoyed an automobile ride 
around the city, visiting the library branches, 
parks and boulevards, closing with a de- 
lightful tea at the home of President and Mrs. 
Hadley. About 170 people took the post- 
conference trip to Estes Park and brought 
back enthusiastic reports of the largest and 
most successful post-conference trip in the 
history’ of the A. L. A. 

There were 36 in the Minnesota delegation, 
most of whom went on the special car leaving 
St. Paul June 1tst. Those attending were 
Misses Countryman, Patten, Todd, Rood, 
Haynes, Loehl and Isabel McLaughlin of the 
Minneapolis public library; Mr. Gerould of 
the University library; Dr. Johnston and 
Misses Buell, Robinson, Dennis, Gregory, 
Burnett, Bastin and Courteau from the St. 
Paul public library; Mr. Lien of the State 
Library; Miss Baldwin and Miss Wood from 
the State Department of Education; Miss 
Penrose of Carleton College, Noithfield; 
Misses Earhart and Dunlap, Duluth; Misses 
Hurlbert, Clark, Frost and Lawrence, Hibbing; 
Misses Palmer and Lewis and three mem- 
bers of the library board from Chisholm; 
Miss Stevens, Virginia; Miss Hickman, 
Eveleth; Miss Laing, Buhl; Miss Gilpin, 
Nashwauk and Miss Prall, Keewatin. 

Mr. Lien was president of the National 
Association of State Librarians. Miss Wood 
presided at the School Libraries Section in 
the ahsence of its chairman and also pre- 
sented a paper at the joint meeting of the 
Children’s Librarians section and School 
Libraries section on The public library and 
the school library—a joint opportunity and 
lead a discussion on Certification and stand- 
ardization at the League of Library Com- 
missions section. Miss Baldwin lead a 
discussion on Minimum population warrant- 
ing tax support at the second session of the 
League. 

For the third time in the history of the 
Association a woman was elected President— 
Miss Alice Tyler, director of Western Re- 
serve Library School. The first vice-presi- 
dent is H. H. B. Meyer of the Library of 














Congress and the second vice-president 
Louise B. Krause, librarian of H. M. Byllesby 
& Co., Engineers, Chicago. George B, 
Utley, librarian, Newberry library, Chicago, 
and Frank P. Hill, librarian, Brooklyn Pub- 
lic Library, were elected members of the 
executive board. 

LAKE REGION LIBRARY CLUB 

The third annual meeting of the Lake 
Region Library Club was held at Fergus 
Falls, May 7-8, 1920. The meeting opened 
auspiciously with a delicious and beautifully 
appointed dinner served in the domestic 
science rooms of the high school by the stu- 
dents in that department and given by the 
members of the Fergus Falls library board, 
At eight o’clock in the Junior Assembly 
room the program began with an address of 
welcome by Mr. Lippitt, Supt. of the Fergus 
Falls schools. Mr. Lippitt emphasized the 
growing importance of the library as an 
educational factor and the need for close 
cooperation between the library and the 
schools. He congratulated the club on its 
opportunity for exchange of experiences 
between those confronting similar problems. 

Mrs. Brick, of St. Cloud, then responded 
to his welcome address in rather an unusual 
way, building her talk around a very old 
fancy. She said: “On the banks of the 
stream called time spring up in succession 
generations of men—they live their lives 
and sink away and always new generations 
appear to play their brief part in what is 
called history. Each dweller on this stream 
is busy constructing and setting vessels 
afloat. He watches their progress with 
anxiety lest they be wrecked. But in spite 
of this care they are often wrecked. But the 
master of the harbor selects from _ these 
sunken boats those which can be made use- 
ful and he starts them into new channels. 
These hosts of men thus occupied since 
history began are authors, these vessels 
which they build are books, these heaps of 
refuse in the harbor are the libraries and the 
masters of the harbor are the librarians in 
charge, who set the books afloat in the right 
channels to help the generations in their 
problems.”’ She thinks that too long li- 
brarians have hidden their light under a 
bushel until it is almost extinct. But we 
must still serve our public, knowing that we 
are educating the public. We must live and 
rest in the assurance that in the future 
we all will receive that to which our profes- 
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sion are entitled; for, with an apology to 
Kipling, she said we are sure 


“When the last great library is builded, and 
the books are all tested and tried, 
When the youngest librarian has faded, and 
the eldest has gone and died. 

We shall rest— Don’t you think we shall need 
it? To lie down for an age or two, 

Till the Master of all Good Workmen shall 
put us to work anew. 


And faith won’t be happy; perhaps sit in 
a golden chair 
Or browse among ten-league bookshelves 
a-gleaning the wisdom there— 
We shall find for the character building of a 
Lincoln or a Paul 
Large tomes, which we shall read at a sitting 
and never be tired at all. 


And only the Master shall praise us, and 
only the Master shall blame; 

For no one shall work for money and no one 
shall work for fame; 

But each for the joy of doing, and each, in 
her separate star 

Shall do only such things as she wishes for 
the God of the Things that are.” 


Mr. Shay, Director of the library board, 
then gave some very clever and fascinating 
Italian dialect readings in an inimitable way. 

The Enlarged Program for Minnesota 
from the Department of Education stand- 
point was presented by Clara F. Baldwin, 
State Library Director. She briefly outlined 
plans which the state hopes to carry out. 
The work is not new, simply a broadening 
of the extension work which we have already 
undertaken. The slogan for this movement 
is, ‘Books for everybody.”’ A preliminary 
survey of library conditions in Minnesota 
shows that more than half of the population 
has no access to books. Surveys of the 
counties should be made, more publicity 
is needed. She outlined also the county 
library plan and asked the assistance of all 
in a campaign for better legislation that 
would promote the establishment of county 
libraries. 

As Miss Carey, who was to have spoken 
on the Enlarged Program from the Minne- 
sota Library Association standpoint was 
not able to be present, her paper was read 
by Miss Harriet Wood, Supervisor of School 
Libraries in Minnesota. Miss Carey’s 
Paper outlined the plans of the M. L. A. and 











the work to be done before the meeting in 
the fall. Committees to find out and make 
each other acquainted have been appointed, 
committees on membership, standardiza- 
tion and certification aie already at work 
and the publicity committee hopes to make 
the coming meeting at Hibbing the largest 
ever held. Miss Wood then spoke on Get- 
ting the school point of view and showed 
the necessity of cooperation between the 
libraries and schools. Librarians must be 
thoroughly. informed on educational systems 
and development and keep in touch with 
the local schools and have the necessary 
tools and material when needed, not a week 
or two after. She gave instances of Oregon 
work in libraries in the county and urged 
that libraries should feel their responsibility 
and be financially equipped to take care 
of the schools. 

The program closed with more readings 
from Mr. Shay on demand until he declared 
that he knew no more. 

The morning session, May 8th, was held 
in the library. Upon entering the building, 
the first impression was the remarkable way 
in which Miss Lewis had 1estored her library 
to order after the wreckage of the storm. 
The reference department and her maga- 
zine files were a marvel to all present. The 
first talk of the morning was given by Miss 
McCubrey, of Moorhead, on the ‘Taste of 
the adult public of today.’ The taste of 
reading changes as the trends of fashion 
and the unrest so prevalent in America taday 
is shown in the reading public, for they are 
seeking the moie serious kinds of literature 
that will satisfy their doubts and thirst for 
knowledge and help them solve the many 
perplexing questions of the day. 
from the war to the library world are many, 
but particularly the fact that through per- 
sonal library service thousands of men who 


The gains 


were under the impression that the library 
was mainly composed of the sort of books 
that women and children like learned its 
true function. 
now become a necessity to them and it is 
only through the library that they can get 
these necessities. Men who have never as 
much as put a foot in our library are gradu- 


Books and magazines have 


ally grasping the possibilities there are 
in becoming a patron of this institution. 
Self education seems to prompt them. 
They are concerned about the present in- 
dustrial situation and are referred to Tead’s 
“Instincts in industry,’’ which is the study 





of the psychology of workers; or Fetter’s 
Economic problems.” 

The interchurch movement, the’ rural 
problem, public health questions, the cost of 
living, the spiritual world, immigration and 
Americanization have called forth such 
books as these: Speer’s ‘‘Some great lead- 
ers in the world movement;’’ Mathew’s “The 
riddle of nearer Asia;’’ Buckham’s ‘Pro- 
gressive religious thought in America;” 
Grove’s ‘‘Rural problems;’’ Chancellor’s ‘‘The 
health of the teacher;’”’ Hill’s ‘‘New public 
health;’”’ Fisher’s ‘‘Stabilizing the dollar;”’ 
Sir Oliver Lodge’s ‘‘Raymond;’’ Gulick’s 
‘‘American democracy and Asiatic citizen- 
ship;’”’ Tuft’s ‘‘The real business of living;”’ 
Davis’ “Immigration and Americaniza- 
tion’’ and many others. 

The literary aftermath of the war has 
lessened the call for personal war experi- 
ences which had such a demand duting the 
period of the war. Real facts of America’s 
part in the conflict or the peace problems 
and fundamental causes are now being pur- 
sued. 

Poetry and drama still hold their place 
and appeal to the average patron, looking 
for books of diversion. Service, Brooke, 
Nichols, Kipling, Seeger, Kilmer, Drink- 
water, Galsworthy, Barrie, Mackaye, Mase- 
field and Strindberg have by no means lost 
their charm. 

Biography and travel, especially those 
with the personal touch, are fast becoming 
popular. One bright little patron said, 
She has nearly covered the globe in her 
travels, and enjoys nothing better than a 
book that can take you to Iceland or the 
tropics, and never as much as cause you sea- 
sickness. ‘‘Marse Henry’’ by Watterson; 
‘““A Labrador Doctor’? by Grenfell; ‘‘A 
Vagabond journey” by Franck and “Seven 
legs across the sea’’ by Murray are among 
the interesting ones. 

It is said that a book is like any other 
commodity; its popularity grows by what it 
feeds upon. If a carefully selected and well 
assorted group of books—some of fiction— 
a book or two of verse—a little biography 
and travel, a historical work and essays, 
which makes an excellent diet for the book 
lover, be placed on a conspicuous shelf; you 
will gain many readers who would perhaps 
overlook them, were they placed in their 
respective stacks. 

Mrs. Clara Jones, of Brainerd, discussed 
the taste of the children for literature and 
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said that there was not very much differ. 
ence in their reading—that the old favorites 
—Fairy tales, Burgess books, Twin seies, 
Boy Scout books, Pepper books and Little 
Cousin series still held their charm for the 
children. 

Both of these papers were followed by dis. 
cussions on popular books in each particular 
library. 

Miss Eva Davis, of Sauk Center, then gaye 
a talk on the Librarian’s view of the school 
library and this was one of the liveliest 
discussions of the program—for the trials 
and tribulations of the librarian with the 
school and public library combined are 
many. The teaching of the students and 
arousing the teachers to take more active 
interest in getting help from the library were 
methods advocated. 

Mr. Lippitt in speaking of the work in 
Fergus Falls, urged the need of more help, 
The schools purchased $250 worth of books 
which are selected by the teacheis and $900 
a year is paid toward libraiy service. The 
library is an invaluable aid in the English 
course, in the work in public speaking, liter- 
ary societies, current events in civics and 
history. A separate children’s room has 
proven a decided advantage, and the story- 
hour has been conducted by normal pupils. 
He advocated the purchase of more educa- 
tional magazines, and library membership 
in the N. E. A. and M. E. A. whose pro- 
ceedings and bulletins should be on file. 
Salaries should be on the same basis as those 
of teachers, providing the preparation and 
hours of employment are the same. He 
urged the necessity of one librarian giving 
full time to public school work, spending 
part of the time in the school and part in the 
public library. 

Miss Stewart, of Wadena, in her usual 
vivacious and enthusiastic manner related 
the progress that Wadena has made toward 
the erection of a library building: The 
council has given the wonderful sum of $500 
to carry on the work which Miss Stewart 
has been doing these past few years—without 
compensation, and she now receives the sum 
of twenty-three cents an hour (minimum 
wage) for her services! 

Miss Alice Ide, Normal Training Depart- 
ment, Fergus Falls, spoke on Library Work 
in connection with the Normal course. 
She explained that the libraries for this de- 
partment were entirely separate from the 
other school library because of their three- 
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fold purpose: (1) as reference for students 
in this department, (2) to familiarize them 
with books for rural libraries, (3) to teach 
them what are the best books and how to 
care for them in their schools. These stu- 
dent teachers have a great responsibility 
in the education of rural communities, and 
the library work is an important factor. 


Rural libraries and what they do and have, 
was well handled by Miss Antoinette Hen- 
derson, county superintendent of schools of 
Otter Tail County. Her talk applied to this 
county in particular, where there are 300 
rural school libraries. 


Mr. H. M. Wheelock, a member of the 
school board and an experienced editor, 
spoke on Advertising the library. He urged 
that we make use of the press and that news 
items be short and to the point. Once is not 
sufficient to make people sit up and take 
notice, but repetition|is necessary. 

The peace time program of the Red 
Cross was set forth by Miss Ina Tyler, 
Red Cross Secretary, Fergus Falls. She 
said that the development of neighborliness 
was the main purpose, through health ser- 
vice, first aid, Junior Red Cross and home 
service. Her talk showed the librarians a 
new phase of community work with which 
they should be in close touch. 

The last feature of the program was a 
round table on Americanization: What 
the libraries are doing, lead by Mrs. Blan- 
chard of Little Falls. Mrs. Blanchard 
quoted the following definition of American- 
ization from a professor in the University of 
Wisconsin: ‘‘Americanization is an effort 
to assist the new American citizen to under- 
stand, appreciate and partake of the best 
in American life and thought, and by the 
best we mean that which conforms to the 
ideals of America; the political ideals, the 
moral and spiritual ideals, the economic 
ideals; the ideals of free and equal oppor- 
tunity in living and working; of the fullest 
expression of the individual in a social state 
which exists for each individual. American- 
ization is, then, a process of education, of 
mutual understanding, of growing together.” 

She then called upon different librarians 
to tell of their efforts in this work. Mrs. 
McCord said that she had begun with the 
children by teaching them the use of public 
property. She also had cooperated in the 
work of the child welfare association and the 
Music Club was to have a collection of 
music to circulate. This library was also 
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starting a historical museum and had re- 
ceived a collection of war relics from Senator 
Nelson. Mrs. Brick had been teaching a 
class of seven to read English, a very direct 
form of Americanization. The fact that 
Americanization meant first of all good 
citizenship and that all the work of the 
library contributed to this was emphasized. 

Some of the best books for this work were: 
Antin, Promised land; Bachman, Great 
inventors and their inventions; Carpenter, 
North America; Chamberlain, How we are 
clothed, How we are fed; Hagedorn, Boy’s 
life of Roosevelt; Matthews, Poems of 
American patriotism; Parkman, Heroes of 
today; Parsons, Land of fair play; Ravage, 
An American in the making; Riis, Making 
of an American; Tappan, Little book of the 
flag; Wilson, Naturalization laws of the 
United States. 

The business session followed and the 
following officers were elected for the ensuing 
year: Mrs. McCord, President; Miss Stew- 
art, Vice-President, and Miss Davis, Secre- 
tary and Treasurer. 

Mrs. Blanchard’s |invitation to meet 
in Little Falls next year was accepted. There 
are now eighteen members in the club, 
twelve being present at this session. Miss 
Featherstone, assistant librarian at Fergus 
Falls, was unable to be present owing 
to illness and our sympathy was shown 
by sending her a plant and a card express- 
ing our hopes for her speedy recovery. 

A luncheon was then served by the Schu- 
mann Club, Woman’s Club and the Reading 
Club. Vocal solos were given during this 
affair which were much enjoyed. The drive 
around the city where the ruins and storm- 
swept homes had so quickly and marvelously 
been restored gave the impression that 
Fergus Falls could not be outshone in its 
progressive spirit. 

ETHEL S. McCCUBREY, 
Secretary. 


ST. LOUIS COUNTY CLUB 


On May 20, the members of the Clara 
Baldwin Library Club attended a meeting 
of the St. Louis County Club of about 300 
delegates. It is a fedeiation of all of the 
farmers, commercial and_ social welfare 
clubs in the county, or about 75 clubs with a 
membership of several thousand. The 
library club has only recently joined the 
organization, and finding that the membeis 









seemed to have little idea of what the public 
library meant, a place on the program was 
asked for. Miss Hurlbert gave a talk on 
Libraries in rural communities, which is 
printed below, and the Hibbing library bus 
was on exhibition. After the luncheon at 
the noon recess, a large number of the dele- 
gates visited the bus and were enthusiastic 
over the idea. As suggested in Miss Hurl- 
bert’s talk a committee was appointed con- 
sisting of Miss Hickman and Mr. D. W. 
Freeman of Eveleth and Mrs. S. W. Levin 
of Zim. 

This splendid publicity for the county 
library idea is recommended to other li- 
brarians. If no such organization as the St. 
Louis County Club exists in your county, 
why not start one? 


*LIBRARIES IN RURAL COMMUNI- 
TIES 


By Dorotuy Hur vBeErt, Librarian, Hibbing 


Public Library 


There are about a dozen librarians in the 
audience, everyone of whom would like to 
talk to you about rural library service, but 
when we asked for an opportunity they 
limited us to five minutes—the others will 
buttonhole you at lunch. 

The last legislature amended the State 
library law, and Miss Baldwin, the State 
Library Director, called a meeting at Buhl, 
and asked the librarians to cooperate with 
her in making the law familiar to St. Louis 
County people. Later the Range Library 
Club joined this organization and sent dele- 
gates to the Duluth meeting. On our 
return we reported the splendid work you 
had accomplished along other lines, and said 
that we thought the best possible way to 
advertise the County libra1y law was through 
the St. Louis County Club. 

|Miss Hurlbeit then quoted the County 
library law.) 

St. Louis County has an assessed valuation 
of 357 million, 219 million of which has been 
assessed for library service. 137 million 
remains subject to a tax of one mill for 
county library service, making a_ possible 
annual tax of 137 thousand. 


The Village of Mountain Iron and the. 


town of Stuntz have supported libiary serv- 
ice from their general budget for yeats, and 
I understand the town of Balkan has re- 
cently made such an appropriation from its 
general fund. In case it was found that they 
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were exempt from further taxation, although 
they levy no library tax, the possible an. 
nual tax would still be 72 thousand. The 
greater: part of this fund has been available 
for years—but because you have not asked 
for it you have had practically no service 
whatever. The State Library Director jp 
her last biennial report has a graph showing 
that seven boxes of books, a total of about 
250 volumes, were sent into rural districts 
in St. Louis County in two years. 

The loans of the public libraries to those 
outside of their tax limits were more frequent, 
but usually limited to their immediate yi- 
cinity. 

I haven't the figures for the loans of the 
other libraries, but the Hibbing Library 
loaned about 3,000 books outside the vil- 
lage in 1915 and 1916, the town of Stuntz 
allowing us money for the purpose. In 1917 
it was nearly 4,000. It was slow unsatisfac- 
tory work for everybody. Transportation 
was difficult; we couldn’t get our books back, 
It was practically impossible to find respon- 
sible persons who would take care of the 
books, and make a public reading room of 
their home; teachers seldom wanted the 
extra burden; store-keepers couldn't be 
bothered. 

Next, we employed a librarian expressly 
for that work, and a car and driver were 
hired by the hour to transport the librarian 
and the books each day. Sometimes it wasa 
boarding house, but oftener it was the gen- 
eral store that gave us a foot or two of count- 
er room on which to pile the armful of books 
that we carried that day. We loaned over 
twice as many books that way, but we found 
that it was costing us fifty cents a book to 
do it. No library could afford to lend books 
at that rate. 

We had tried all the beaten paths in serv- 
ing a scattered community except the book 
wagon. Fifteen yeats ago Washington 
County, Maryland, bought a wagon. Fitted 
the wagon up with 2 or 300 books, after the 
pattern which most of us remember was used 
by the old tin peddler. And they peddled 
books and with good luck and a borrowed 
horse and the janitor when the librarian 
couldn’t go, they made each community 
or aimed to, every four months. Many 
counties have adopted the idea only today 
they use automobiles, the patron. still 
standing beside the car and the cupboard 
doors opening over the wheels. 





*Talk given at meeting of St. Louis County Club. 
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Such a machine was fitted only for milder 
climates, and then only for the summer 
months. So the idea of fitting up one of the 
larger transportation busses was evolved. 
Having the books, work desk, librarians and 
patrons inside the car are the only new 
features of the Stuntz plan. 

It has proven successful in every respect. 
It is a year old next week and has loaned 
over 47,000 books; 24,000 to adults, 9,000 
of which were not stories or novels; 3,000 
were in a language other than English. 

In Serbian, Slovanian and Slovak we had 
about 15 books in each language—these had 
been loaned 1,359 times up to May Ist. 

We carry 12 to 15 hundred books on each 
trip. Visit every location and camp once 
or twice a week and practically every farm 
once in two weeks. 

We have missed six trips on account of the 
weather. 

Even with the advance in the cost of ev- 
erything, we have cut the cost of lending 
a book from 50 cents to a little over 12 
cents. 

Such a car equipped for library service 
costs from 7 to 8,000 dollars and fiom 5 to 
6,000 dollars a year covets the salaries of the 
librarian and an assistant, the driver, book 
fund and maintenance. 

Numbers of inquiries for information are 
constantly received. Two librarians, one in 
New York City, and one in Jackson, Michi- 
gan, to whom we furnished blue prints and 
specifications, we understand are now oper- 
ating similar cars. Mr. Dougherty of the 
library at Newton, Mass., wrote us Monday 
to make arrangements for a trip up here to 
investigate with a view to a house to house 
service for his library. 

Our State Library Director, after a visit 
tothe Range, recommended it in her official 
bulletin last December for county library 
systems. 

The American Library Association’s mam- 
moth Books for Everybody Campaign which 
is to last for three years, and cost $2,000,000, 
after careful inquiries, and on data furnished 
the National Executive Committee by the 
State Library officials and ourselves, recently 
sent a news letter to every librarian in the 
country, and at the same time released it to 
4,700 newspapers commending and calling 
attention to our method of book service‘in 
scattered communities. 

It has been demonstiated for a year as 








efficient. economical and practical, and we 
believe so far the best solution found. 

A large map of the county was shown 
with each township’s one mill levy indicated, 
marked into eight zones as suggested areas 
for eight busses to cover the entire county 
with a weekly service. 

Attention was called to the limited funds 
some towns have for library purposes and 
the value of cooperation. 

One mill on the dollar means a $3 tax ona 
$10,000 farm assessed at $3,000. 

$3 is less than the cost of one magazine 
subscription now-a-days, and the bus would 
furnish every member of the family all the 
books and magazines they wanted each 
time it made its weekly visit. 

It would also be possible to loan a portable 
lantern with slides and lectures or a victrola 
and records to farmer’s clubs, or others ar- 
ranging neighborhood entertainments. It 
would cooperate with every project this club 


-now wotks for—which is every line of pub- 


lic welfare service. 

The part of the old law, which still stands, 
provides that a city or village of the second, 
third or fourth class, may levy a library tax 
not to exceed three mills, for its own library, 
or that a village or township may make a 
contract with an existing library for service 
and levy a one mill tax. 

The recent amendment which affects only 
counties, provides a mill tax on all property 
in the county not now paying a library tax. 
If there is no library in the county they may 
establish one. If libraries exist they can 
make contracts for service, and on the peti- 
tion of 100 freeholders must put it to a vote 
at the next general election. If a majority 
vote in the affirmative a library tax must be 
levied. 

If the Club favors some action toward 
library service for every man, woman and 
hild in the county, perhaps some one will 
make a motion today asking the President 
to appoint a committee to circulate a peti- 
tion to see if the 100 signatures required by 
law cannot be obtained. . . This com- 
mittee to wait upon the County Commis- 
sioners, and ask for such a levy, to be made 
at thei- annual meeting in July, and if they 
are not successful in obtaining it to present 
the petition signed by the 100 freeholders 
of the county and have it voted upon at the 
next general election in November. 

Miss Clark is here, the librarian who has 





had charge of the library bus since its initial 
trip. Ask to go on a trip with her some day. 

Any of the people from Woodhurst or 
Little Swan who are here can tell you about 
it from the patron’s point of view, which is 
the surest test of all. 


LIBRARY SURVEYS 


At the district meetings of the Minnesota 
Federation of Women’s Clubs held during 
May and June an attempt was made to pre- 
sent a library survey of the district, with the 
cooperation of the members of the Library 
extension committee of the Federation. 
Miss Baldwin as state chairman of the com- 
mittee attended the meetings of the 9th dis- 
trict, at Warren, the 7th district at Min- 
neota, the ist district at Kasson and the 
3rd district at Kenyon. At the Warren 
meeting, Miss Leonora Bauer of Detroit, 
member of the Library extension committee 
for the 9th district, presented the survey of 
the district. She was followed by Miss 
Baldwin who commented on the survey, 
which showed the special need of further 
library extension, since there were only six 
public libraries in the thirteen counties repre- 
sented. A map of the state together with a 
chart were displayed showing the library 
resources and possibilities. Similar reports 
were made at the other meetings. The most 
important results ascertained were the ap- 
palling number of people without access to 
libraries, and the pitifully small expenditure 
in proportion to valuation. In Minnesota 
there are 40 counties, or 47 per cent of the 
total number with libraries of 5,000 volumes 
or over, which is a larger proportion than in 
the U. S. as a whole. The great number of 
small villages and large rural areas in the 
state points to the county library with its 
larger taxing unit as the only solution. Mrs. 
A. H. Scott of Coleraine presented the survey 
at the 8th district meeting at Eveleth, and 
Miss Charlotte Clark of Hibbing described 
the work of ‘‘The library on wheels.’’ Mrs. 
Blanchard of Little Falls presented the sur- 
vey of the 6th district at Crosby, and Mrs. 
A. C. Blue of Springfield gave the report of 
the committee at the meeting of the 2nd 
district in Lakefield. Other members of the 


committee who assisted in the work were 
Mrs. P. J. Schwarg, Dodge Center, 1st dis- 
trict; Mrs. C. C. Perkins, Pine Island, 3rd 
district; Mrs. C. F. Ewing, Wheaton, 7th 
district. 

The committee expects to complete the 
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survey of the entire state for presentation 
at the State Federation meeting in North. 
field in September, and it will also be useq 
at the M. L. A. meeting in Hibbing. 





LIBRARY DIVISION NOTES 


The ‘“‘Buying list for small libraries” 
is omitted this quarter, as it would so largely 
duplicate two excellent lists which haye 
recently been published. These lists may 
be secured from the Library Division upon 
application. They are the New York State 
Library ‘‘ Buying list of books for small jj. 
braries’’ edition 3, and “‘ The Booklist books; 
a selection, 1919,’’ both published by the 
American Library Association. 

The Library Division has most of the books 
which have appeared on the ‘Buying list 
for small libraries’’ in the last three issues of 
the ‘‘Library notes and news.’’ These were 
sent by the publishers that the librarians 
of the state might examine them for possible 
purchase. 

The division and the publishers are glad 
to give the librarians in the small towns, 
where the book stocks are inadequate, this 
chance to see some of the later books and 
will continue the service as long as it IS 
a service. So far the requests for books have 
not warranted the time and money ex- 
pended, and, since this plan was started 
solely for the help of the librarians, unless 
it is demonstrated through the summer that 
they wish to avail themselves of it the 
privilege will be discontinued. 

As noted in “Library notes and news” for 
March, the Minnesota quota of the A. L.A. 
service books has been received.  Collec- 
tions already have been sent to twenty-nine 
libraries, totaling 3017 volumes. There are 
still a few desirable titles left and collections 
will be made up and sent on application to 
any library which has a permanent organiza- 
tion. There is a large number of French 
texts in high school and college editions, 
which will be included in any general collec- 
tion or sent separately. There is also quitea 
number of high school study texts of Shake- 
speare which are useful for duplication. 

The club libraries are coming in rather 
slowly and we ask the club secretaries to 
send them as soon as possible, as we are need- 
ing some of the books to supply next year's 
demands. We also suggest that if you waat 
your club library in time for the beginning 
of the club year please order it AT ONCE. 
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Shipments from the east are exceedingly 
slow and book stocks are incomplete both 
with the dealers and the publishers, and 
orders must be sent in immediately to insure 
autumn delivery. We cannot promise to 
supply recent material unless we know soon 
what is wanted. Remember, the fee—one 
dollar—must accompany each application, 


a 





ANNUAL REPORTS 


The blanks for annual reports of public 
libraries were sent out early in June, with 
the request that they be returned before 
August Ist. 

These reports are required by law and 
statistics of libraries are constantly called 
for and consulted in the office of the Library 
Division. It is therefore of the utmost im- 
portance that these reports should be com- 
plete and accurate. 

Attention is called to certain items which 
are not always carefully reported. The num- 
ber of borrowers given in many reports is 
manifestly incorrect as it so nearly equals 
the entire population of the community. 
By number of borrowers is meant the live 
registration—those who have been actual 
users of the library during the year. If any 
librarian does not understand how to keep 
this record correctly, write to the Library 
Director for full directions. Hours of open- 
ing should be so indicated that the total 
number of hours open per week can be ascer- 
tained, as comparative figures on salaries 
can only be made when this item is known. 
In the Financial report an important item 
usually overlooked is the per cent of tax 
levy for library purposes in mills. This 
information can be obtained from the city 
or county treasurer and is especially desired 
for a comparative study of library expendi- 
tures. 

In the report for the past year, of course 


salaries for that year must be given, but it is © 


very important that any increase in salaries 
for the coming year should be noted. 

Attention to these items and promptness 
in sending in the reports will be greatly ap- 
preciated. 


AN APPEAL TO LIBRARY BOARDS! 

That the H. C. L. has hit libraries every 
library trustee who has considered the ques- 
tion at all must realize. With increased 
cost of books and supplies of every kind and 



























































the necessity of paying librarians at least a 
living wage the problem has become a seri- 
ous one. Are we to continue to let our li- 
braries drag out a bare existence on the 
pitiful incomes many of them now receive, 
or shall we meet the situation squarely and 
endeavor to secure for them sufficient funds 
to maintain an institution worthy of the 
name? 

As far as library reports indicate, we know 
of but one library in the state (Minneapolis) 
which now has the full tax levy allowed 
by state law, which is one mill in cities of 
the first class, and three mills in other 
municipalities. Up to the present time, 
no county in the state has put into operation 
the new county library law, which authorizes 
a tax of one mill on the entire county. 

A few cities have received increased ap- 
propriations during the past year, and some 
librarians report an increase in salary, but 
the shortage of librarians is becoming more 
and more serious, and librarians’ salaries 
should be at least on a par with those of 
teachers if capable young women are to be 
recruited for library service. 

The Library Division of the Department 
of Education offers its services to library 
boards in preparing budgets, making li- 
brary surveys, planning schedules of hours 
and meeting with city councils or county 
commissioners to present the needs of the 
library. 

The campaign should begin early, and when 
the budgets for next year are voted upon 
every library board should be represented 
by its finance committee armed with a con- 
vincing budget of library expenditures. 


CURRENT MINNESOTA LITERATURE 


An index to books and magazine articles 
relating to Minnesota of today, 
compiled by the staff of the 
St. Paul Public Library 


Creameries, Cooperative. Cooperative 
marketing of Minnesota butter. Il. B.H. 
Akers. Farmer 38:1147, 1162, Ap. 17, ’20. 

— The marketing of Minne- 
sota’s butter crop. Il. B. H. Akers. ° 
Farmer 38:1081, Ap. 10, 20. 

Cripples, Rehabilitation. The Minne- 
sota plan for re-education and placement 
of cripples. O. M. Sullivan. Monthly 
labor review. 10:184-9, Ja. ’20. 

Education. Lack of teachers in Minne- 
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sota. School and Soc. 11:253-4, F. 28, 
20. 

Forests and Forestry. Tree planting in 
Minnesota. Il. A. F. Oppel. North 
Woods. 7:12-16, F. '20. 

Inheritance. [Future interests in property 
in Minnesota. E. Fraser. Minnesota 
Law review. 4:307-329, Ap. '20. 

Iron Mining. Increasing iron-ore produc- 
tion on the Mesabirange. Il. R.S. Bots- 
ford. Eng. & Min. J. 109:1072-1073, 
My. 8, ’20. 

Magnetite. Magnetite deposits of the 
eastern Mesabi range. Minnesota. Maps. 
F. F. Grout and T. M. Broderick. Minne- 
sota Geological Survey Bul. No. 17. 58 p. 

















































Minneapolis board of public welfare. 
How the Minneapolis plan works in com- 
bating disease and dispensing of charity. 
Minneapolis board of public welfare. 
Modern City 5:11, Mr. ’20. 

Minneapolis. Mayor. The best person 
in our town. (J. E. Meyers.) Ind. 102: 
104-105, Ap. 17, '20. 

Minnesota, Description. Summer play- 
groundofthe north. I!. I. A. Coppe. See 
America First. 6:13-15, 44, 46, My. ’20. 

Minnesota Historical Society. Minne- 
sota Historical society building. Il. S. 
Horner. Architecture. 41:68-72, Mr. ’20. 

Minnesota. State Board of Health. 
Quarterly representing the Minnesota edu- 
cational, philanthropic, correctional and 
penal institutions under the State board of 
control, St. Paul. Summary of activities 
during the war period, 1917-19. v. 19, 
20 p. 

Normal Schools. St. Cloud. State nor- 
mal school, St. Cloud, Minnesota. School 
Education 39:18-19, Ap. ’20. 

Outdoor life. Sights and sounds of the 
North woods. D. Lange. North Woods 
Dec. 1919, p. 24-32, Ja. 1920, p. 11-28. 

Packing houses. Packing plants of Ar- 
mour & Company, S. St. Paul, Minn. 
Architecture & Building 52:25-30, Mr. ’20. 

Primaries. Party government and the 
Minnesota primary. S. S. Gillam, Windom, 
Minn. 1919. 9 p. 

Public Health. Clinics in Minnesota. H. 
Costigan. Survey 44:116, Ap. 17, ’20. 

—_——- . Minnesota public health as- 
sociation. H. W. Hill. Farmer 38:1084, 
Ap. 10, ’20. 
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St. Croix River. St. Croix River, p 
Hough. Outer’s Recreation 62:354, 44. 
415, My. ’20. 

St. Paul Public Library. The James J. 
Hill reference library and the St, Paul 
Public Library, St. Paul, Minn.  Electys 
D. Litchfield, architect. R. C. Sturgis, i, 
Architectural Record 47:3-24, Ja. '20, 


St. Paul. Union Depot. First unit of § 
Paul Union station completed. Il, Raj. 
way Age 68:1442-1446, My. 21, ’20. 

Social Settlements. St. Paul. The 
neighborhood house. Season. May 1948. 
19. 20 p. 

Street Railroads. Minneapolis. Minne. 
apolis keeps home rule and the five-cent 
rate. W. Anderson. Nat. Munic. R, 9: 
78-83, F. 20. 

Superior national forest. Explorers and 
fur traders. Il. Western M. 15:194-199 
My. 1, ’20. 


RECENT LIBRARY AIDS 


Booklist books. A selection of about 300 
of the best books of 1919, reprinted from 
the Booklist. Useful as a buying list, or as 
a suggestive reading list. One librarian 
in another state reports that she bought 100 
copies, marked them with the library book 
numbers, and is circulating them with the 
books. The Library Division has a small 
quantity for distribution and will send a 
copy to any small library in the state upon 
request. Published by the A. L. A. Pub- 
lishing Board at 25c per copy, with a dis- 
count on quantities. 

Buying list of books for small libraries. 
A new and revised edition of this list, com- 
piled by Caroline Webster, formerly pub- 
lished by the League of Library Commis- 
sions, reprinted by the A. L. A. Publishing 
Board from Bibliography bulletin 65, New 
York State Library. An invaluable aid in 
selecting books for first purchase in a small 
public library, and useful also as a check-list 
for wholesome, standard and contemporary 
books. Many libraries in Minnesota have 
used the earlier editions as a basis for put 
chases with good results and the new edition 
is especially welcome. Copies will be sent 
to any small library in the state upon appli- 
cation to the Library Division. 

Some principles of business-like con- 
duct in libraries. By Arthur E. Bostwick, 
St. Louis Public Library. A pamphlet full 
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of practical suggestions and real inspiration 
for both librarians and trustees. Dr. Bost- 
wick has succeeded admirably in his en- 
or to answer the questions, ‘‘What is a 
“How 


deav 
business-like way of doing things?” 
does it differ from an unbusiness-like way?” 
“Are there any underlying principles?” 
May be borrowed from the Library Division 
of the Dept. of Education, or purchased 


from the A. L. A. Publishing Board at 25 
cents. 

DUPLICATES FOR GIFT OR EX- 

CHANGE 

Bryce—American commonwealth. 2v. 
Hillegas—Oom Paul’s people. 

Hillis—Man’s value to society. 

Roosevelt— Winning of the West. Ov. 


Streeter— The fat of the land. 

Stockton— Bee man of Orn. 

Watanna— Heart of Hyacinth. 

For sale or exchange; PuBLic LIBRARY, 
Wayzata, Minn. 

Century —1886-1888. 

Literary Digest—1914-1918. 

Outlook—1911-1912. 

Offered to any library which will pay 
transportation. FRANCES B. Krook, New 
Ulm, Minn. 

Reader’s guide, annual numbers, 1915, 
1916, 1917, 1918; monthly numbers, Janu- 
ary-November, 1919. 

Offered to any library which will pay trans- 
portation. PusBtic LIBRARY, Owatonna, 
Minn. 


PERSONAL 

Miss Martha Wilson, formerly Supervisor 
of school libraries in Minnesota, and for 
the past three years engaged in school li- 
brary work in the Cleveland Public Library, 
has been elected librarian of the public li- 
brary at Springfield, Ill., and will begin work 
there July 15. 

Miss Harriet Wood, State Supervisor of 
school libraries, will give a talk to the stu- 
dents of the Iowa Library Summer School 
on July 7th. 

Miss Miriam E. Carey of the Board of 
Control gave a talk to the pupils in the 
School for the Deaf on suggestions for sum- 
mer vacation reading. The talk was given 
as a class exercise, and the pupils made re- 
ports on it. 

Miss Carol L. Clarkson, librarian of Owa- 
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tonna, was married June 29th to Mr. R. D. 
Nelson of Owatonna. 


Miss Maud Van Buren has accepted the 
position of librarian at Owatonna and began 
work in June. 

Miss Hester J. Clark has returned to her 
formes position as librarian at Ortonville. 

Miss Sara Lamb has resigned her position 
as librarian at Wayzata to accept a position 
in the Children’s department of the Minne- 
apolis library. 

Miss Alice Lyons, Brodhead, Wis., West- 
ern Reserve Library School, has accepted 
the position of children’s librarian at Eve- 
leth. Miss Signa Niemi, Eveleth, who has 
attended the Wisconsin Library School the 
past year, returns to the libraty as first as- 
sistant. 

Miss Lorraine Kolbeck, Wisconsin  Li- 
brary School 1920, has been elected children’s 
librarian at Buhl. 

Miss Ellida Monson has been elected as- 
sistant librarian at the Mankato Public 
Library to succeed Miss Butcher, 1esigned. 
Miss Monson is attending the Summer 
School for Library Training. 

Miss Irma Walker, librarian of the South 
Hibbing Branch, who is secretaty of the 
library department of the N. E. A., will 
attend the meeting in Salt Lake City July 
4to 10. Miss Beatrice Finn, librarian of the 
Hibbing high school, will also attend the 
convention. 

Miss Esther Friedman of the Hibbing 
library staff, will enter the Wisconsin Library 
School in the fall and Miss Violet Baker will 
attend the library school at Western Reserve 
University. 


NEWS OF MINNESOTA LIBRARIES 


(Items of news for this column are solicited from all lib- 
raries in the state. They should be sent to the Library 
Director by the 15th of the month preceding each issue 
of the bulletin, which appears quarterly in March, June, 
September and December.) 

Anoka. The use of the library hall has 
been granted to the Anoka Musical and 
Dramatic Club for three months. Com- 


munity sings and entertainments will be 


given. 
Austin. The successful bird contest con- 
ducted at the library has been followed 


by a flower contest which is arousing con- 
siderable interest among the young people. 
Beardsley. The village library has been 


opened in the town hall with about 550 









books in charge of volunteer librarians from 
the young ladies of the town. 

Big Falls. The public library has been 
opened temporarily in the office of the Big 
Falls Compass, where books are exchanged 
two afternoons a week. 


Blackduck. The proceeds of a play given 
for the benefit of the library amounted to 
$127. 

Brainerd. The public library received a 


gift of $25 for the book fund from Con 
O’Brien. 

Cloquet. The new library building erec- 
ted by the daughters of George C. Shaw asa 
memorial to replace the building destroyed 
in the great fire, has been opened to the 
public. The building is 
former building in design, but is an improve- 


similar to the 


ment in appearance and arrangement. 
Duluth. An _ exhibit of and 
American handiwork was held at the library 


foreign 


under the auspices of the Duluth Art Asso- 
ciation and the 
women of the public schools. 

Fergus Falls. A cabinet has been placed 
in the reference room for the nucleus of the 


department of foreign 


local historical collection which the library 
has started. 
Hibbing. 
in the Alice Branch for the use of the public 
in that locality. 
The men’s reading room, which has been 


A club room has been furnished 


located on Pine street for three years, must 
make way for the moving of Hibbing and 
main li- 
brary will be devoted to this purpose. 

Isle. About 
to the Civic club library. 


the room in the basement of the 


125 books have been added 
The club aims to 
have a library card in every home. 

Ironton. A public library will be opened 
in the council room in the city hall. An 
initial appropriation of $1,500 was made, 
and $500 will be appropriated annually for 
its support. 

Minneapolis. A committee of the library 
staff consisting of Miss Ruth Rosholt, chair- 
man, Mrs. Gerhard Dietrichson and Miss 
Adelaide Rood, representing 117 professional 
and clerical workers in Minneapolis public 
libraries, made a thorough study of the 
question of library salaries and presented a 
tabulated statement to the library board at 
its meeting in April. The schedule was 
adopted, providing an increase of $400 a 
year, beginning July 1, 1920, although not 
payable until 1921. 


Minneapolis. University of Minne- 
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sota. Herschel V. Jones has presented to the 
Univeisity of Minnesota a valuable colle. 
tion of English newspapers published during 
the reign of Charles 1 and Cromwell. The 
papers with those already in the University 
library, constitute the richest collection jp 
America. 

Monticello. A donation of $1,000 to. 
wards a public library for Monticello has 
been received from Worth Brasie of Denver. 

Ortonville. A new heating plant is being 
installed in the library, so that it may be 
opened hereafter throughout the _ year, 
rhe library has been closed during the last 
two winters since the city heating plant has 
been given up. 

Red Wing. The American Legion of Red 
Wing has presented to the public library q 
complete edition of “Stars and Stripes,” the 
overseas army newspaper. 

St. Cloud. 


conducted by 


A class in political education 

Miss Emily Kneubuhl of 
Minneapolis, state director of political edu- 
cation, was held at the public library. 

St. Paul. The library has received from 
Dr. H. O. Skinner a collection of 808 volumes, 
formerly belonging to his father, Dr. Hubert 
M. Skinner, at one time superintendent of 
schools in Indiana and of “The 
schoolmaster in ‘Readings in 
folklore,”’ etc. 

Mr. Hiram Frankel has presented the 
library with a collection of 175 photographs 
of grand opera stars. 

The library has transferred to the Minne- 
sota Historical Society its collection of local 


author 
literature,” 


ward newspapers and house organs. 

The circulation report for February showed 
that of the entire number of issues of non- 
fiction from the Central Library 10 per cent 
was in industrial arts and 9 per cent in social 
science. 

Of the former 17 per cent related to ma- 
chine shop work, 13 per cent to construction, 
13 per cent to electricity, 8 per cent to manu- 
facturing, and 3 per cent to railroads. 

Of the latter 39 per cent related to busi- 
ness methods, 9 per cent to labor, and 7 per 
cent to banking. 

Recent publications by the library are: 
Recent fiction (8 p.), Petroleum (6 p.)) 
Bookkeeping and accounting (8 p.), Sales 
manship (8 p.), and Gardening (6 p.) 

There is a short illustrated article on the 
newspaper publicity of the library in the 
American City, March. 


St. Paul. State Library. Three hut- 
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dred law books, some of which date back to 
the 16th century, have been donated to the 
Minnesota law library at the state capitol 
by Judge John W. Willis, of St. Paul. 

Virginia. The reading rooms of the 
library will be redecorated during the sum- 
mer. 

Warren. The Mothers’ Club has ap- 
pointed a committee to organize a public 








library association to cooperate with the 
board of education. $300 has been raised 
by popular subscription to be used in the 
purchase of books for general reading, to be 
kept for the present in the school library 
until a public library shall be built. The 
books will be in charge of the school librarian. 
The school reference books and magazines 
can also be used by the public. 





